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Great Graphs in Excel
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Great Graphs in Excel

Overused Native Charts
Pies & Donuts
Bars & Columns 
Clustered Bars & Columns
Stacked Bars & Columns
Lines

Underused Native Charts
Combo
Overlapping Bars & Columns
Area
Slopes
Small Multiples Lines
Bumps
Scatter Plots
Bubbles
Tree Maps
Heat Maps
Sunbursts

Non-Native Charts
B’Arcs
Stream
Waffles
Small Multiples Bars
Population Pyramids
Diverging Stacked Bars
Lollipops
Dots
Swarms
Tile Grid Maps

Beginner

Intermediate

Advanced

Ann K. Emery  |  Depict Data Studio



Great Graphs in Excel

Overused Native Charts
Pies & Donuts
Bars & Columns 
Clustered Bars & Columns
Stacked Bars & Columns
Lines

Underused Native Charts
Combo
Overlapping Bars & Columns
Area
Slopes
Small Multiples Lines
Bumps
Scatter Plots
Bubbles
Tree Maps
Heat Maps
Sunbursts

Non-Native Charts
B’Arcs
Stream
Waffles
Small Multiples Bars
Population Pyramids
Diverging Stacked Bars
Lollipops
Dots
Swarms
Tile Grid Maps

Beginner

Intermediate

Advanced

Ann K. Emery  |  Depict Data Studio



Beginner : Overused Native Charts
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Beware! Zzz… & Lacking Analytical Depth
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Beware! Editing Needed

Software Defaults Accessible & accessible
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Intermediate : Underused Native Charts
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Tree Maps
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Sunburst Diagrams
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Combo
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Overlapping
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Area
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Slopes
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Small Multiples Lines
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Bump Charts
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Heat Maps

© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

$100 $600 
Annual Spending Per Student
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Scatter Plots
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Bubble Charts
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Beware! Editing Needed

Software Defaults Accessible & accessible
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Woohoo! Variety & Analytical Depth
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B’Arcs
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Waffles
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Small Multiples Bars
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Diverging Stacked Bars
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Population Pyramids
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Box and Whisker
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Lollipops
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Dot Plots
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Swarm
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Tile Grid Heat Maps

Lowest 

25% of 

States

Highest 

25% of 

States

0 - 8 8 - 22 22 - 35.5 35.5 - 50

ME

WI VT NH

WA ID MT ND MN IL MI NY MA

OR NV WY SD IA IN OH PA NJ CT RI

CA UT CO NE MO KY WV VA MD DE

AZ NM KS AR TN NC SC DC

OK LA MS AL GA

HI AK TX FL

Ann K. Emery  |  Depict Data Studio



Tile Grid Trendline Maps
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Beware! Disguises Needed

Insert One Chart Type… …and Disguise It As Another Chart

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1
3
5
7
9
11
13
15

Placeholder Space on the Far Left

Males

Placeholder Space for Center Labels

Females

Placeholder Space on the Far Right 0
1

6
11

25
25

27
31

17
26

30
34

23
17
16

20
Males

0 - 4
5 - 9

10 - 14
15 - 19

20 - 24
25 - 29
30 - 34
35 - 39
40 - 44
45 - 49
50 - 54
55 - 59
60 - 64
65 - 69
70 - 74

75+
Females

2
3

6
5

8
12

8
11

7
8

15
16
16

14
9

13

Ann K. Emery  |  Depict Data Studio



Beware! Disguises Needed
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Interactive Dashboards 
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Static Dashboards
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Static Dashboards
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